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October 5,2006 
BY FAX 

General Counsel’s Office 
Federal Election Commission 
Att: Ms. Rosemary C. Smith 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 
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Re: Comdaint Against the Missouri State Democrat Committee 
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Pursuant to 11 C.F.R. 3 111.4, the Missouri Republican Party submits this 
complaint against the Missouri State Democrat Committee (“Missouri Democrats”). It is 
our belief, based upon the information set out below, that the Missouri Democrats have 
violated FECA and the Commission’s regulations with respect to three mail 
communications, attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C. Specifically, it appears that the 
Missouri Democrats have either (1) violated 1 1 C.F.R. 6 1 10.1 l(b)’s disclaimer 
requirements; and/or (2) are improperly attempting to f h d  these mailings under the 
“volunteer activity for party committees” exemption in 11 C.F.R. $3 100.87, 100.147. 
Because the Missouri Democrats’ violation comes at this late date, is wide-scale, and is 
on-going, we respecthlly ask the Commission to undertake an expedited review of this 
matter. Absent such expedited review, there is no redress against the effects of the 
Missouri Democrats’ illegal activity on our Party’s political interests. 

The mail communications at issue were paid for by the Missouri Democrats and 
constitute Federal Election Activity, as defined in 11 C.F.R. 0 100.24(b). Exs. A, B and 
C. Twohese mail pieces attack Republican Senator Jim Talent. One mail piece supports 
his Democrat challenger - Claire McCaskill. All three , and contain disclaimers stating 
only “Paid for by Missouri State Democratic State Committee.” None of the mail pieces 
nor their disclaimers state whether or not any candidate or candidate’s committee 
authorized the communication. Under the 11 C.F.R. $5 110.1 l(b) such communications 
must state whether or not the communication was authorized by the candidate or 
candidate’s committee. Further, the disclaimers do not include the “permanent street 
address, telephone number, or World Wide Web address” of the Missouri Democrats, as 
would be required if the pieces were not authorized by a candidate. 11 C.F.R. 
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3 110.1 l(b)(3). The Missouri Democrats’ mail pieces fail to state either, and thus violate 
the disclaimer requirements. 

IndeedRegarding the absence of the authorization statement, the only way that 
such a disclaimer would not violate section 1 10.1 1 (b)information could be excluded is if 
the communication qualified as exempt party activity under section 100.147(d). To do 
so, the attached mail pieces would have to be “distributed by volunteers and not by 
commercial or for-profit operations.” The attached mail pieces show no evidence of 
volunteer involvement. They were commercially produced, bear commercially printed 
labels, and have commercial postage stamps. See Exs. A, B and C. These mail pieces do 
not satisfl the volunteer requirement of 1 1 C.F.R. 6 100.147. 

Put simply, the Missouri Democrats have either violated the disclaimer 
requirements, andor failed to allocate and report the costs of such materials to the 
McCaskill for Senate committee as either a contribution under 2 U.S.C. 5 441a, or a party 
expenditure under 2 U.S.C. 6 441a(d). As a result, it appears that the Missouri 
Democrats made an excessive contribution to the Claire McCaskill for Senate committee. 

The above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and 
belief. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
on October 6 ,2006. 

Sincerely, 

on behalf of the Missouri 
Republican State Committee 
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